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placards were posted on the walls of Paris bearing
the following inscription: "One hundred pistoles
reward to the man who finds a valuable mare
accustomed to follow a one-eyed horse." A coarse
allusion to the Prime Minister, who had lost an
eye, and his mistress.

When the king announced the abolition of the
position of Prime Minister and his wish to govern
by himself, the joy seemed unanimous and sincere*
At the first council held after the exile of the Due
de Bourbon Louis XV expressed his happiness
in following once more the principles of the
Great King; he trusted that he would allot hours
to all the ministers to work with him in the
presence of Fleury, who had become absolute
master of the fate of the kingdom at the age of
seventy-six.

This power, so passionately desired and acquired
by means of so much intrigue, the Bishop was to
use with wisdom, moderation and intelligence.
France rarely had a better diplomat at her head,
or a pilot as conscious of his charges and his
responsibilities. Till 1743 Fleury performed a
useful and beneficial work, he reduced taxes, put
finance on a sound basis, gave Stanislas Leczinski
the duchies of Lorraine and Bar, acted prudently
in the War of the Austrian Succession, and took
care of our armies, not sacrificing them to vain
bravado, glorious but weakening. A false legend
spread wantonly shows Fleury as one who took
the king from affairs of State, concealed from him
the duties of his position and surrounded him with